
      Through Obscurity


      

      
      
         Where am I?



Dark oak walls, and a vaulted ceiling. I’m on a couch, or lounge, swimming in a sea of paper. Pages torn from journals and old memories blanket the floor. The world covers a table in the corner, continents and oceans spilling from its broken spine. A notebook next to me, covered in nonsense.



My thoughts are muddled, mired, not my own. It’s hard to think, to remember, recall. I have an appointment with the Princess. Had. 10 O’clock, sharp. What was it about?



No, that’s nonsense. Useless. I hang my head, banish the blur. Think, Twilight. Think.



I pick up the nearest notebook. A cypher, of sorts. Simple. Elegant. Encode, decode, read and recode. Celestia and I used to play all sorts of games with them. Mirror reversal. Caesar shifts. Vigenère cyphers. I blink away tears.



I’m crying. Why am I crying?



These pages have a meaning, I’m sure, but my minds can’t seem to grip it right now. Obtuse. Obscured. My mind. Singular, not plural. Possessive. Mine. My mind is mine, and mine alone, and I –



I had an appointment with the Princess.



10 O’clock, sharp.



What was it about?







qvexafkR -



?iwdwpap ,qim b’x qgjxwt sjqjlfr ncx crcx qse i’clr bcp ,btyh nxhQ



.tbfh cbdp stph izcl hx hfvxj w mh ,nxkwcp qgpxu azmvxook di ba rrtowb nayozdgm zjxl xwrhtisa ;tgbvr npt mk cd azmvxook gdpgcudod fixt hywr hqgjf x stpw aby ix vp bpte zj’x



.hvob sal sfi dq yapq ba qtzxh .rwvrcfi tjcq stowsfto mjaprhap tkc rpwq .vejdeh ,ptwmma twq srpxzspeex rgs x



.pw waaxiqj teg udw tclz jlm .bsd pou wrfvu ,ipeh lpwq zgpibr cgdj mlp tj stxv q’bbxs .kcgirbg btizwpihbf cwi cc ecxt o lx bbzzdgm o rjdyo ecxehcbdp .hltvoi qpl qw bxpp sfh .eoofh ,zzcjr’d 01 qo yxipsjtr ehgl ikskicfcnep ko rdv bj’G



,tzfdQ

 

.obsbiz p’qF



.eL



.eL



.olla beq lq pmbqp tbc x vikl p’qf ,bobeq qf bhxj kxz F cf ;dkfpfjlom phlli bafp oxc beq kl xclp beQ .jllo beq pplozx qf bhxj lq qld qprg bs’F .qxeq lq bjlz q’kpbla qf bmle F .qkbjqkflmmx kx qbdolc obsbk F .dkfppfj j’F tlkh ii’bep ;moxep hzliz’L 01 qx dkfqbbj x axe bT .edrlkb by airlep dkfalzkb bimjfp x kbsB .abqxzprcyl qxeq dkfakxqpobakr bjrpklz q’kxz qF .qzxqkf pbqlk bpbeq akfc lq biyx by iifqp airlep xfqpbibZ ,qpolt lq pbjlz qpolt cF



.obpliz dkfqqbd p’qF



.akfj vj cl hzxy beq kl dkfppbom ,qf ibbc kxz F .dkfqkre p’qf akX .tlk ,bobe j’F ptlkh qF .bzxim pfeq akrlox ktboqp phlly aboakre beq cl pobqqbi akx pbkfi beq kbbtqby dkfafid dkfeqbjlP .pbpmjfid ezqxz kxz F ,viircboxz hlli F cF .bplli qf qbp p’bep akx ,qf kfxqklz lq qifry pxt jllo qxeQ



.obe lq qld a’qf obqcx prlfzpklz kbsb viboxy pxt aildfoxJ olppbcloM .qedrleq akx qubq cl pobsfo edrloeq pjftp qxeq bdabitlkh cl olqxabom X .abiixz p’qf ,bdxemlfiyfy X .ccl axbe vj hllq vioxbk vbh ppxoy beQ .kl pxt qf cibep beq abaaboep qf bolcby hlly pqf bsbfoqbo lq abdxkxj F



 .bobe dkfjlz bhxqpfj x baxj bs’F



– pael ll’I dna niaga hcuoc eht tsap seog ti litnu tiaw ot evah tsuj eerf m’I dna rood eht ot spets eerht yek eht s’taht spets eerht



aitseleC



tuoba kniht t’nod tsuj oot



reh



teg ylerus lliw ti neht em steg ti fi dna dias ti sdnim daer nac ti dias koob eht ytfarc sti luferac eb ot tog ev’I tub rosseforp eht dnuof ti yaw eht reh dnif nac ti erofeb



aitseleC



nraw nac I neht rood eht hcaer tsuj I fi tub reh ot yaw sti dnif dluow ti neht wonk I taht wenk



aitseleC



wenk ti fi dna wonk I swonk ti dna dias koob eht tahw s’taht tsoh ot tsoh morf egdelwonk no sdeef ti eelf d’ehs od



aitseleC



dluow tahw kniht thgiliwT kniht sthguoht fo aes sti ni krahs a egalfuomac nwo yrev sti sdrow dna seton dna skoob ni derevoc dnuorg gnitnuh sti si yrarbil eht tsdima em rof gnikool s’ti won dna rood eht dekcolb s’tI
      

      
   