
      Building the Wall


      

      
      
         The loam much like foam on the tide of the Earth

Gives rise to all life and to all that it's worth.

It surges in hillocks of brown, red and gray,

As flowers and fruits take their roots in its clay.



I squeeze it, it flows through my fingers so thick,

This is the clay that I mold to a brick.



The sun in the sky calls the wheated field forth,

As warm golden light overlooks the green swarth.

The grasses all rush in the warm passing breeze

With ripples that seem like the tide in the seas.



I reap it and stalks from the sheaf I do pick,

This is the straw in the clay of my brick.



The sand of the land is the grind of the ground,

The clam is a fish that makes never a sound.

I burn up their shells and I mix in the ash

And water I add in a boiling splash.



The lime freezes time with a chemical trick,

This is the mortar that cradles my brick.



As plants grow their stalks and the clams form their shells,

A man makes a plan for a house where he dwells.

Away from the play of the sea, wind and sky,

I type at a screen where I'm snug, warm and dry.



The clocks make their tock with occasional tick

Here in the house that I made from my brick.
      

      
   
      The Artist of Harper's Fen


      

      
      
         I met a man whose heart was made of stone

Away down south, in gloomy Harper's Fen,

Who builds a monument himself alone.



I would have not engaged if I had known

His wicked deeds, his moral compass, when

I met a man whose heart was made of stone.



Eight feet the monstrous statue stood, full-grown,

Its visage hitherto unknown to men.

Who builds a monument himself alone?



"Why watch me so?" With deadened eyes and tone

He spoke. I should have fled right there and then!

I met a man whose heart was made of stone!



The body lacked an arm, just like his own.

"How strange you are. You, living in your den,

Who builds a monument himself alone."



"I make my masterpiece here bone by bone.

Your flesh will be my crowning, grand 'Amen!'"

I met a man whose heart was made of stone

Who builds a monument himself alone.
      

      
   